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Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Dean Nalder 

TRAIN STATIONS — PAID PARKING 

475. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Transport: 
Mr Speaker, I refer — 

Mr N.W. Morton interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Forrestfield, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Right, member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time. Leader of the 
Opposition, start again. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I refer the minister to the numerous failures with his paid-parking system at train stations 
resulting in paid parking having been suspended for three days now, one in three fines having been overturned 
on appeal and the minister having no idea when the system will be back online. 

(1) Can the minister confirm that the state has lost $120 000 in revenue already from this bungle? 

(2) Does the minister have any faith in the fines that have been issued so far, and will they be withdrawn? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
(1)–(2) If I remember correctly, the opposition did not want us to put in place a paid-parking system. I now find 

it a little absurd — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: It is a little absurd that the Leader of the Opposition put out a press statement saying that 
the Barnett government was losing $40 000 a day in a system that the opposition was opposed to us putting in 
place. I do not understand the hypocrisy of that. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Right! Member for Mandurah, calm down. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The government put in place the SmartParker system to make it easier for commuters to 
pay for parking when using public transport. The alternative was for customers to stand in long queues using a 
cash system. The government therefore put this system in place. It is interesting to note, when I look back in 
history, that the very good SmartRider system introduced by the then Labor government had its own little tech 
hiccups whereby the then Labor government had to waive payment for riding because of upgrades to software. 
We face the same thing. We have a new system in place but I have confidence in the Public Transport Authority 
to get this matter sorted out and I am monitoring the situation. It is not a new situation. We are waiving payment 
in the interim, but if we had not installed the paid-parking system, we would not have lost anything. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: It is a good system because now parking bays are available for people using public 
transport. We have discouraged those who were using the bays as free parking at shopping centres but were not 
using public transport. I have a lot of faith in the PTA to fix this matter. I acknowledge that it is a new system, 
we will have problems from time to time and we will have to put checks in place. However, while we are fixing 
it up, we are not charging people and therefore they are not being picked up and fined. 
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